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To the members of Erewash Indoor Bowls Centre. 

The AGM has been deferred until 2021(date as yet to be confirmed) due to the COVID 19 restrictions. 
 
The Bowls Committee would therefore like to submit their Officers Reports in absence of the AGM for 
your consideration. 
 
The Chair of the Bowls Committee would like to thank all the Committee members for their support 
and organisation of events during the season and also the support of members who helped and 
attended these events. 
 
I would also like to thank the management of the club and the staff who again helped make it as 
successful a year as possible under the difficult circumstances imposed by the COVID 19 restrictions. 
 
Chairman Report  

As you all know, this has been a most disastrous year for indoor bowls. Up until the middle of March 
things were fairly normal until the lockdown was brought in. This completely devastated any further 
winter bowling and no further play was possible. Thanks to Harry Bowles and John Arnett we were 
able to declare some calculated final league results for the 2019-2020 season which enabled us to 
progress the promotion and relegation situation for 2020-2021 season but as yet very little play in the 
leagues has been possible, despite Herculean efforts by John and his staff with help from Ray Cowell. 
The Summer season again was decimated with no league or competition play being possible. At the 
time of writing this report we are receiving some promising daily updates on vaccines but until these 
are fully approved and well utilized, I fear there will be no more indoor bowling. Financially the club is 
battling to stay afloat and I hope all members will do their bit towards helping the club to look forward 
to a successful re-opening when possible. 
Roy Travers   

Presidents Report 

The current pandemic has delayed this report. It also prevents our social bowls until the situation 
changes and it is safe to restart socialising. 

However, I still wish to thank the members who supported the club fixtures and events before 
lockdown last March.  The club played most of the prearranged matches, but a few of our opponents 
were not able to field teams and had to cancel matches.  We at times were a little close to not finding 
enough players, but no matches were cancelled because we could not field a team.  The past season 
saw many successes, the odd draw and some losses, but overall, we acquitted ourselves well, enjoyed 
the occasions and socialising with our opposition and amongst ourselves. 

These friendly matches remain both popular and competitive. The members appreciated the efforts 
of the club and its management to arrange the fixtures for their pleasure. 

I must thank the management and staff for their help throughout the year until lockdown intervened.   

The club management is now working hard to allow the limited bowling that the Government and the 
Indoor Bowling Association permit. We must be very grateful and support them in these difficult times 
and I would ask all members to be aware of the conditions with which we have to comply and not 
jeopardize the pleasure of others by not following the guidance. 



Sadly, at present there is nothing requiring a Presidential role and I remain as President until the next 
AGM when Audrey Porter is scheduled to take the position. By then my year in office will have lasted 
18 months or even more!! 

I wish Audrey well and confirm that I will support and help her if needed. It would be good for the club 
for members to offer their services as to Vice President and Junior Vice President to ensure continuity 
and training to fulfil these functions. 

I have enjoyed my second term in office and the interactions and banter with both the members and 
opposition that ensued. Once again, many thanks to you all. 
Paul Clewett 

 

League Secretary Report 

Rachel expressed thanks to all the league secretaries for all their support and hard work throughout 
this difficult season and hoped this would continue into next season. However, with the outbreak of 
Covid 19 and the club closing for the foreseeable future then the league programs were abandoned 
with a lot of outstanding matches. It looked like there would be no winner’s or runner’s up for the 
19/20 season. However, thanks to an idea from Harry Bowles he was able to come up with a formula 
for the outstanding matches and with a lot of hard works by Harry, the league tables were completed. 
Thank you, Harry it was much appreciated by the committee and club. There have been a few minor 
issues during the season which have been resolved. Therefore, I would remind the league secretaries 
that they need to be familiar with the rules, check the cards to ensure they are correct and ensure 
teams are not playing illegal or unregistered players and any outstanding matches are rearranged as 
soon as possible. 
Rachel Dakin 
 
Competition Secretary 

Michael Beighton would like to thank all those who entered the competitions and congratulations to 
all those who got through to the semi-finals and finals. These players receive my special thanks for 
agreeing to play the competitions to a finish by the end of September in the midst of the Covid 19 
conditions. Unfortunately, the mixed fours, men’s fours and the club knockout finals could not be 
played due to the rule of 6 being enforced, hopefully these can be played later in the season. 
Competitions for season 2020/2021 are at the moment are yet to be arranged due to the Covid 19 
situation, but hopefully it can be resolved. My thanks go to John Arnett and his staff for their co-
operation in the sorting the finals and allowing some to be played at weekends. 
Michael Beighton 

 

Head Coach Juniors 

When the 2018/19 season ended, I knew that several of our juniors would not be returning for the 
new season in September. This would leave the junior section with only 5 or 6 players. 

To this end during the summer, I carried out a lot of advertising on social media, Facebook and all the 
local Spotted websites. I must admit the response was disappointing.  

So, I approached the first junior’s session with some concern about the numbers that would attend. 
On the day the six I expected to be there from the previous season arrived. Then two newcomers 



came in, then another two, then one until we had eight new starters. As the season progress, we have 
lost three new ones and one of our older juniors. So, numbers wise we are not doing too badly. 

Sadly, due to the lack of playing experience of most of our players we didn't do to well in the county 
league or knockout cup which we could not complete due to lockdown. 

 However, we did manage to fulfill all of our club competitions which threw up several surprising 
results. Congratulations to all the winners. 

I was disappointed that the Senior/Junior day had to be cancelled but better safe than sorry. I will 
move the raffle money to the next time it can be held. 

Due to social distancing and other concerns with Coronavirus none of us know how 2020/21 season 
will be affected so we just have to hope things can get back to normal sooner rather than later. 

So, stay safe and well. 
Peter Clark 

Year End Report 2019/20 

The New season started well during the months of June through to end August; we saw a steady use 
of the Centre if not spectacular. We were aware that a number of League teams would not be 
renewing, but the biggest blow was the loss of two teams from the Thursday evening league (our 
biggest income earner). We managed to offset some of this loss by the existing teams playing extra 
games. Our casual sessions continue to be well supported and generally the Centre continues to be 
well used. 

The year progressed well and through good housekeeping and minimal maintenance costs we were 
once again on target to make a surplus. All looked to be going well as we approached the end of the 
season, but then the Pandemic struck and we were forced to close the Centre.  

We were fortunate enough to receive the Government Small Business grant of £25000 and 
immediately furloughed our staff. This as you will see when viewing the accounts gives a very Rosie 
Picture of the position at the current time. However, our real challenges lie ahead in the new season; 
how soon can we open again? Will our members be confident to return to play in the leagues? What 
will our financial position be as we head towards 2021 and beyond?  

At the time of writing all of these questions remain unanswered and we are working on your behalf 
to ensure a satisfactory outcome. We do not need to panic, but there will be some changes that have 
to be made in order for us to adapt to any new guidelines that may be forthcoming.  

My report would not be complete without a mention of the great fundraising work carried out during 
the year and donations made by several members past and present. Special thanks must also go to all 
the members who have helped with fundraising activities and gone the extra mile to support us. 

Finally, my thanks must go to John and his team for their sterling work in making the center the unique 
facility it has become and to the Trustees and Bowls Committee for the work they do on your behalf. 
Ray Cowell  
Chairman Board of Trustees. 


